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Welcome to a Special Year End edition of Development Matters, a monthly newsletter 
of the Pike County Economic Development Corporation.  As a valued member and sup-
porter of PCEDC, you will receive this monthly newsletter to help keep you informed of 
our activities and possible opportunities for businesses and area organizations.  We 
hope that you will find the information useful and beneficial.   

 

PCEDC is dedicated to our  mission to support and expand business and employment by 
improving the quality of life, utilizing our human and natural resources, and by promot-

V O L U M E  3 ,  I S S U E  1 0 — S P E C I A L  E D I T I O N  

In this special edition of our newsletter, Development Matters,  
we are sharing some upcoming events, as well as some great  
information and resources for our members and communities.  
There are some great opportunities in the near future for grant 
funding, workshops, leadership activities, and some fun events 
that are taking place in Pike County.  

 

Over a year and a half ago, we asked members to complete a 
SWOT analysis to give our committees better direction and    

guidance in setting goals and action items for the coming year.  We are embarking on 
this exercise again, and we will be taking this information to create a longer, more        
in-depth, strategic plan for PCEDC.  On page 3 of this newsletter, you will find a link to 
our SWOT Analysis, where you can leave feedback.   

 

Again, we thank all of you for your dedication and support to PCEDC throughout the 
past year.  As we count down the final hours of 2014, I want to wish each of you a Safe, 
Happy & Prosperous New Year!  

Gina Sheurman,  
Executive Director 

E X E C U T I V E  D I R E C T O R ’ S  C O R N E R  

 

Pike County  

Economic Development Corporation 

1301 E Washington, PO Box 214 

Pittsfield, IL  62363 

217-440-5101 

www.pikeedc.org  

 

Important Reminder! 

Set up your Email Spam Filter  

to accept: 

gsheurman@pikeedc.org 

 

This will ensure timely delivery of 

any email correspondence you may 

receive from PCEDC. 

2014-2015  

PCEDC Board of Directors 

Jim Brown 

Craig Gengler 

Kent Goewey 

Lance Kendrick 

Taylor Rakers 

Steve Schaefer 

Jim Sheppard 

Karrie Spann 

Robert Wood 

 

2014  PCEDC Officers 

Chairman: Jim Brown 

Vice-Chair: Lance Kendrick 

Secretary:  Karrie Spann 

Treasurer:  Taylor Rakers 
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S AV E  T H E  DA T E !    
3 R D  A N N UA L  I N V E N T O R  &  S M A L L  B U S I N E S S  E X P O  
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P L A N N I N G  F O R  T H E  F U T U R E  

In 2013, PCEDC conducted a SWOT analysis to identify our strengths, weaknesses, opportunities and threats, as 
they relate to economic development in Pike County.  As we plan for 2015 and beyond, we ask each of our          
members to take the time to  complete a new SWOT analysis form.  This will arm our committees with valid         
feedback to move forward in setting goals and action items for the future years.  It is important to remember that 
there are no right or wrong answers, and it is best to be honest and voice your opinion on these exercises to better 
equip our organization and county with a plan for a sustainable future.  You will receive an email with a link to a 
survey monkey template, where you can anonymously share your feedback.  The link can also be found on our 
website or by clicking on the link below.  The survey monkey link will expire on January 30th.   
 

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/5VLXF37 
 
 
If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact Gina Sheurman at gsheurman@pikeedc.org or by      
calling  217-440-5101. 

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/5VLXF37
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Pike County Funding Advisory Board  

set to Take Grant Applications for Projects 

The Pike County Funding Advisory Board for the Local Accommodations Tax is set to take grant applications for    
projects for 2015, with funds to come from the 4% local tax that is collected from rooms let in the county.  The   
local funding advisory board, appointed by the County Board, is responsible for administering the funds collected 
and awarding projects funds within the County.  Jonas Petty of the William Watson Hotel heads the seven-member 
board, along with Jessica Funk of Green Acres Hotel, Gary Harpole of Harpole’s Heartland Lodge, Judy Dean of Gray 
House Bed & Breakfast, Dr. Dan Mefford & Tami Webel of the Pike County Board and Gina Sheurman, Executive 
Director of Pike County Economic Development Corporation.  

 

With four complete quarters of collection efforts complete, the funding advisory board will begin the process of 
accepting applications for grant requests for projects and activities that will draw tourists to the county year-round, 
capitalizing on the great human and    natural resources that are already available in Pike County.  Currently, over 
$64,000 has been collected from the 4% tax, and these funds are available for projects in the county.  

 

A full application is currently available on the Pike County Chamber website at www.pikeil.org and the Pike County 
Economic Development Corporation website at www.pikeedc.org.  Those interested in applying may also request 
an application by emailing pikecoilfundingadvisoryboard@gmail.com.  Applications will be accepted electronically 
or by mailing to the Funding Advisory Board in care of the Pike County Clerk’s office.  The deadline for the first 
round of application is January 30th, and all applications must be received by that date to be eligible for                
consideration in this round of funding.  

For any questions concerning the application process, contact Jonas Petty at 217-248-6196.  

The Oscar Mayer Wienermobile is headed to Pike County!   

Pittsfield County Market will host the Oscar Mayer Wienermobile on Sunday, January 11th, 2015, from 11am to 
3pm.    "Wienermobile" is the name for a series of automobiles shaped like a hot dog on a bun which are used to 
promote and advertise Oscar Mayer products in the United States. The first version was created in 1936 by Oscar 
Mayer's nephew, Carl G. Mayer, and variants are still used by the Oscar Mayer company today. Drivers of the 
Wienermobiles are known as Hotdoggers and often hand out toy whistles shaped as replicas of the Wienermobile, 
known as Wienerwhistles.  

 

“We are very fortunate to be able to get one of six Wienermobiles available in the country,”  Jim Brown, store    
manager said.  To go along with the Wienermobile visit, County Market will have a hot dog lunch for $2, which will    
include 2 hotdogs, Frito Lay Chips and canned Pepsi products.  The proceeds from the lunch will be going to the 
PCEDC mentoring program.  Stay tuned to the local media for more information on this event!   

 

http://www.pikeil.org
http://www.pikeedc.org
mailto:pikecoilfundingadvisoryboard@gmail.com
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Automobile
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hot_dog
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bun
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Marketing
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Advertising
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Oscar_Mayer
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T A X  F I L I N G  R E M I N D E R  F O R  N O N P R O F I T S !  
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Commodity Challenge ‘15 
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P I K E  C O U N T Y  D E N T A L  C L I N I C O P P O R T U N I T Y - D E N T I S T  P O S I T I O N   

 Immediate Need: Temporary Dentist Position, January 2015 through February 2015.  

Future Need: Potential for Full Time Dentist Position, to begin spring/summer 2015  

The practice is in a modern facility with four operatories. Opened in December 2013, Pike County Dental 
Clinic uses a full electronic record system, with state of the art Digital X-ray Equipment. This is a unique      
opportunity to provide exceptional dental services for a full practice that focuses on underserved children 
and adults. Patient caseload is over 1500 in less than 12 months.  

 

Pittsfield, IL is located in beautiful, picturesque Pike County in West-Central Illinois. Pike County is widely 
known for agricultural resources, sport hunting opportunities, and quality small town, family life; with many 
desirable amenities such as, excellent school systems, a local hospital, well established medical groups,         
multiple housing options, safe & friendly rural atmosphere and more.  

Benefits:  

 Excellent Salary  

 Numerous fringe benefits available for full-time employment  

 Pike County Dental Clinic is pending approval as a HRSA student loan repayment site in an underserved 
area. Potential for student loan repayment for qualified applicants.  

 Experienced dental assistants  

 Clinic operations & staff management provided by Health Department administrative staff  

 Volunteer Dental Director, Dr. Stephen Liesen  

 Housing options available  

 

Please apply to:  

Ms. Anita Andress, RN, BSN, Administrator  

Pike County Health Department  

606 W. Adams St.  

Pittsfield, Illinois 62363  

Email: aandress@pikecoilhealth.org  

Phone: 217-285-4407 x 126  

Fax: 217-285-4639  
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Western Illinois Leadership Academy 
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C O M M U N I T Y  C O N N E C T  G R A N T  P R O G R A M  O P P O R T U N I T Y   

The Community Connect program serves rural communities where broadband service is least likely to be available, but where it 

can make a tremendous difference in the quality of life for citizens. The projects funded by these grants will help rural           

residents tap into the enormous potential of the Internet. 

Eligibility 

The following entities are eligible for funding: 

 Incorporated Organizations; 

 Indian Tribes or Tribal Organizations, as defined in 25 U.S.C. 450b(e); 

 State or local units of government; or 

 Cooperatives, private corporations or limited liability companies organized on a for-profit or not-for-profit basis. 

 

Applications 

The application window for Fiscal Year 2015 is now open. Applications must be submitted no later than February 17, 2015 to 

be considered for an award. Please review the application guide and other information under 'Resources' below for detailed 

information on how to apply. 

Fund Uses 

Grant funds may be used to finance the following: 

 The construction, acquisition, or leasing of facilities, including spectrum, land or buildings, used to deploy service at the 

Broadband Grant Speed to all residential and business customers located within the Proposed Funded Service Area 

(PFSA) and all participating Critical Community Facilities, including funding for up to 10 Computer Access Points to be used 

in the Community Center. Buildings constructed with grant funds must reside on property owned by the awardee. Leasing 

costs will only be covered through the advance of funds period included in the award documents; 

 The improvement, expansion, construction, or acquisition of a Community Center and provision of Computer Access 

Points. Grant funds for the Community Center will be limited to 10% of the requested grant amount or $150,000. If a   

community center is constructed with grant funds, the center must reside on property owned by the awardee; and the cost 

of providing the necessary bandwidth for service free of charge to the Critical Community Facilities for 2 years. 
 

All applicants must have a Dun and Bradstreet (D&B) Data Universal Numbering System (DUNS) number. Any organization that 

applies for a Community Connect Broadband grant must provide their DUNS number on the SF-424, "Application for Federal 

Assistance." DUNS numbers are available without charge. See DUNS Q&A. 

Applicants wishing to apply for a Community Connect broadband grant online can do so at www.grants.gov.  Your organization 

must have a DUNS number and complete the SAM registration process before submitting an application online. 

http://www.rurdev.usda.gov/utp_commconnect.html#resources
http://www.rurdev.usda.gov/SupportDocuments/duns_qa.pdf
http://www.grants.gov


It is because of the generosity of business and community partners that we are able to       
fulfill our mission to enhance the  economic future and quality of life in Pike County by   
expanding employment opportunities through promoting the  expansion and retention of 
business and industry, coordinating local and state resources to existing businesses, and by 
uniting Pike County community by coordinating economic development activities and        
cultivating partnerships.  We are fortunate to have many great partnerships in the area that 
have helped us to  promote economic development.  If you are not part of our growing  
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N O T  A  M E M B E R  O F  P C E D C . . . J O I N  U S  T O D A Y !  

Individual / Company Name:_____________________________________________________________ 

 

Contact Person:_______________________________Title:_____________________________________ 

 

Mailing Address:_______________________________________________________________________ 

 

Phone:_________________  Fax:_______________  Email:____________________________________ 

 

Website (if applicable):_________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

Membership Level: 

 

____Contributor ( $1—$99)      _____Associate ($100-$499 _____  Voting ($500 +) 

 

____Local Government (Based on Per capita-Please contact office for more information) 

 

More information on membership benefits is available by visiting www.pikeedc.org 
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A Few Reminders!! 
 

Don’t forget to tune in to 97.5FM WBBA Radio on the  

first Monday of every month at 9am to hear PCEDC on the Spotlight Show! 

 

Upcoming Events—Please Save the Date! 

2015 Inventor & Small Business Expo—February 28, 2015 
 

 

 

Find us on Facebook and Follow us on Twitter! 


