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Welcome to the Fall 2016 edition of Development Matters, a newsletter of the Pike 
County  Economic Development Corporation.  As a valued member and supporter of 
PCEDC, you will receive this newsletter to help keep you informed of our activities and 
possible opportunities for businesses and area organizations.  We hope that you will find 
the information useful and beneficial.   

 

PCEDC is dedicated to our mission to support and expand business and employment by 
improving the quality of life, utilizing our human and natural resources, and by promoting 
communication and partnerships throughout Pike County.    

V O L U M E  6 ,  I S S U E  3—F A L L  2 0 1 6  

PCEDC has been very busy since our last newsletter.  The Small 

Business/Entrepreneur Committee has developed a series of busi-

ness workshops for the next several months that will benefit both 

businesses and job seekers.  The Business Retention and Work-

force Committee has revamped the Work Ready program, even giv-

ing it a new name.  (Learn more details about the new Work Ready 

program inside this newsletter). The Promotion and Marketing Com-

mittee has met with a Marketing Consultant  to begin a map for long 

range planning that will provide important direction to our corpora-

tion and county.  The Community Issues/Municipal Needs Committee hosted a meeting 

of the Missouri Highway 54 Corridor which opened the door to Missouri and Illinois coop-

erating to benefit both states. One of the highlights for me was attending Midwest Com-

munity Development Institute for a week’s training.  During this training, I had the oppor-

tunity to connect with Robin Hanna of the Illinois Institute of Rural Affairs & arrange to 

obtain Retail Trade Summaries for several communities and a county wide summary. 

The county wide summary is included in the last two pages of this newsletter and is an 

interesting snapshot of our retail businesses..   

PCEDC realizes that talent is one of our most important and increasingly rare assets. 

Businesses fiercely compete to hire and retain the brightest and most skilled workers. 

Communities strive to attract and keep younger residents. Educators seek to connect 

their students to fields of study that promise rewarding careers.  In the coming months, 

we will be asking you to help us create our road map for economic development. It will 

be with your help that we find the route that brings us all the most success.  

As always, thank you for your continued support of PCEDC and Pike County. 

 

Brenda Middendorf  
Interim Exec. Director 

E X E C U T I V E  D I R E C T O R ’ S  C O R N E R  

 

Pike County  

Economic Development Corporation 

1301 E Washington, PO Box 214 

Pittsfield, IL  62363 

217-440-5101 

www.pikeedc.org  

 

Important Reminder! 

Set up your Email Spam Filter  

to accept: 

bmiddendorf@2riversrcd.org 

 

This will ensure timely delivery of 

any email correspondence you may 

receive from PCEDC. 
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PCEDC Board of Directors 
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Jake Bartlett 

Jim Sheppard 
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Chairman: Jim Brown 

Vice-Chair:  Patrick Conley 

Secretary:  Karrie Spann 

Treasurer:  Jim Sheppard 
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As a principal in the consulting firm Camarano Economic Solutions, LLC, Gary Camarano assists 
economic development organizations (EDO) in strategic planning; program development; branding, 
marketing and attraction; and lead generation. As an economic developer Mr. Camarano has devel-
oped and implemented programs that have helped communities retain, expand, create and attract 

jobs. Since 2011 Camarano has assisted the private sector in retaining 
and creating over 2,500 jobs, and has been recognized by the economic 
development community for his work in responding to globalization, and 
work in the Agribusiness and Aerospace industrial sectors, receiving 
awards and acknowledgements  from the International Economic Develop-
ment Council, Expansion Solutions and Global Trade Magazines. 

A strong believer in encouraging U.S. businesses to enter international 
markets Camarano has organized and conducted outbound Foreign Trade 
Missions to Taiwan, Indonesia and Oman, and inbound Trade Missions 
and Business Forums from Taiwan, Mexico, Indonesia, and Kazakhstan.   
He has recently held positions in Galesburg, IL and Las Cruces, NM, and 

is currently the Economic Development Director for Whiteside County, IL. Camarano also has exten-
sive private sector experience in the financial services sector including municipal and corporate un-
derwritings, where he evaluated and assisted several businesses in making the leap from privately 
held into publically traded companies. This experience has given him invaluable insight into what 
makes a successful business and how to assist them in their growth. 

Mr. Camarano attended Kent State University’s Graduate School of Business Administration and re-

ceived a Masters of Public Administration, and has also attended Northwestern University’s Kellogg 

School of Business’ Executive Studies Program. He and his wife Anne, three children, son-in-law, 

and five grandchildren live in Illinois, and are looking forward to this year’s World Series (go Cubs!).   

 

Welcome to the I-72 Opportunity Corridor website! This website serves as a comprehensive source 
for economic development information for the counties of Pike, Scott, and Morgan located along the 

 I-72 Corridor in West Central Illinois. This website will provide detailed information about economic 
development opportunities in the municipalities and counties along the corridor.  Please take a look  
and learn about the opportunities it has to offer!  

 

www.i72corridor.com 
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PCEDC PARTN ER S  W ITH  M AR K ETI N C  F IRM  

WEL C OM E  T O  TH E  I -72  OPPO RTUN I TY  CORRI D OR !  

http://www.i72corridor.com
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Are You Looking for a Career? 
 

Your Illinois Department of Employment Security and the Pike County Economic 

Development Corporation Invite You to a 

Resume and Job-Seeker Workshop in Pittsfield, IL. 
 

What:   Resume and Job-Seeker Workshop  

When:  2:00pm – 4:00pm on Wednesday, October 26, 2016
 

Where: Pike County Farm Bureau 

  1301 E Washington St    

              Pittsfield, IL 62363 

 

This event is sponsored by your Illinois Department of Employment Security (a partner member of the 

Illinois workNet Center), and the Pike County Economic Development Corporation. 

 

 

This workshop focuses on creating and fine-tuning resumes. 

In addition, we also discuss topics such as networking, 

applications, interviewing, and other important job-seeking 

skills. This workshop is conducted in a classroom setting. 

 
For more information please feel free to contact Brenda Middendorf, PCEDC,  217-440-5101 or 

Bob Gough, Public Information Officer, IDES, Springfield, 217-685-4454. 

 
  

 

Make Sure Your Resume is on Illinoisjoblink.com 
Illinois businesses are hiring. And they are looking for workers on Illinoisjoblink.com The state’s hiring board features more than 

100,000 help-wanted ads. Job seekers can build multiple resumes to emphasize different skills and experiences. Business owners can 

use keyword matching technology to search resumes and find the best candidate. Illinoisjoblink.com is free for workers and 

employers. It compares favorably to private efforts that cost hundreds of dollars.  
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In collaboration with the Workforce Innovation Board of Western Illinois, PCEDC Sponsors Quarterly Busi-

ness Education Roundtables that helps to connect the Business Sector with the Educational Sector.  

Through these roundtables, a Work Ready Program was adopted and implemented in the schools of Pike 

County.  The purpose of this program is to provide recognition and endorsement of those students who have 

successfully met the criteria required to earn a Work Ready Certificate.  This certificate is an endorsement 

acknowledging that the individual is capable and prepared to successfully enter college, the military or the 

workforce, whatever their path may be.   Soft skills are a huge part of workforce development and through 

this program, PCEDC hopes to recognize those students who demonstrate these skills.  The Business Reten-

tion/ Workforce Committee worked with the Guidance Counselors and Principals of the four high schools in 

Pike County this past year to revamp the program to include all students and incorporate changes to im-

prove the program. 

PCEDC has received commitment from area businesses that they will honor the certificates when re-

viewing resumes and applications, giving preference to those that possess this certificate, as well as other 

possible incentives including a higher starting pay and indirect incentives to the students.  A Work Ready 

logo was created that will be printed as a decal for businesses to display in their window as a sign of their 

support. 

Recently, PCEDC recognized fourteen students who have achieved this certificate at Western High 

School. 

  Pictured are: 

Guidance 

Counselor, 

Stefanie 

Rennecker, 

Clayton  

Colston, Alexis 

Dias, James 

Dunker 

Savannah hall, 

Aftyn Harrison, 

Dawson  

Koeller, Chloe 

Mellon, Tori 

Predmore,  

Austin Simmer-

man, Steven 

Smith, Paige 

Snyder, Jordan 

Walston,  

Dakota Wells, 

Lauren Wood-

ward.  
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PCEDC AWAR D S  WOR K  R EADY  C ERTIF I CATES  AT  
WESTER N  H I G H  SCHO OL  
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 EV EN T  CAL EN DA R  

 
 

October         

Thursday, October 20, 2016    Thursday, October 27, 2016 

Pike County Community Health     Two Rivers Regional COPO 

Partnership Annual Meeting    Comprehensive Economic Development 

3:00 pm       Strategy Committee 

Pike County Health Dept.     11:30 a.m. 

606 W Adams St.      Mt. Sterling YMCA 

Pittsfield, IL         896 IL 99 850 E. St  

        Mt. Sterling, IL  62363 

      

Monday, October 24, 2016     November 

PCEDC  Monthly Executive Business Meeting  Friday, Nov. 4, 2016 

5:30pm        Small Business/Entrepreneur Committee 

Pike County Farm Bureau Conference Room   1:00 pm  

1301 E Washington       Pike County Farm Bureau 

Pittsfield, IL         1301 E Washington St 

        Pittsfield, IL 

Monday, October 24, 2016      

Pike County Board Meeting    Friday, Nov 18, 2016 

7:00 pm       Tri-State Summit 

Upper Courtroom      10:00 am -2:00 pm 

Pike County Courthouse     Iowa Wesleyan Univ. 

Pittsfield, IL       Mt. Pleasant, Iowa  

         

Wednesday, October 26, 2016    Tuesday, Nov. 28      

Resume Workshop      PCEDC Exec. Board Meeting 

2:00 to 4:00 pm      5:30 pm 

Pike County Farm Bureau     Pike County FB Conference Room 

1301 E Washington      1301 E Washington 

Pittsfield, IL  62363      Pittsfield, IL 

         

        Pike County Board Meeting 

        7:00 pm 

        Pike County Courthouse 

        Pittsfield, IL 



It is because of the generosity of business and community partners that we are able to       
fulfill our mission to enhance the  economic future and quality of life in Pike County by   
expanding employment opportunities through promoting the  expansion and retention of 
business and industry, coordinating local and state resources to existing businesses, and by 
uniting Pike County community by coordinating economic development activities and        
cultivating partnerships.  We are fortunate to have many great partnerships in the area that 
have helped us to  promote economic development.  If you are not part of our growing  

  Page 6                Development Matters          Volume 6 Issue 3—Fall 2016 

N O T  A  M E M B E R  O F  P C E D C . . . J O I N  U S  T O D A Y !  

Individual / Company Name:_____________________________________________________________ 

 

Contact Person:_______________________________Title:_____________________________________ 

 

Mailing Address:_______________________________________________________________________ 

 

Phone:_________________  Fax:_______________  Email:____________________________________ 

 

Website (if applicable):_________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

Membership Level: 

 

___Individual Contributor ($1-$99)       ___Associate Member ($100-$499)           

___Voting Member ($500-$999)          ___Municipal Member ($1 per capita:______)   

___Sustaining Member ($1000-$1999)   ___Premier Member ($2000+)                                   

___Reciprocal (with approval)____________________________________________________________  

More information on membership benefits is available by visiting www.pikeedc.org 
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A Few Reminders!! 
 

Don’t forget to tune in to 97.5FM WBBA Radio on the  

first Monday of every month at 9am to hear PCEDC on the Spotlight Show! 

 

Find us on Facebook and Follow us on Twitter! 
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O C T O B E R  I S  M A N U FA C T U R I N G  M O N T H  

In honor of Manufacturing Month we would like to highlight two PCEDC members, Hofmeister 
Welding, Inc. & GFC Mfg.  

 

Hofmeister’s has been in the welding and fab manufacturing business over 20 years; serving 
commercial and agricultural clients.  They offer customized services including welding and fabri-

cation for a variety of products and ap-
plications.  They also have a full line of 
Derby Products. 

 

    Caption: Dee Wintjen of Hofmeister 
Welding  gives Gary Camarano a tour   
of the facility’s new derby product line. 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Committed to build an even better Bale 
Band-It, GFC has looked at every aspect of 
the handling process.  Being the inventor of 
the Bale Band-It, and now with over a dec-
ade of experience in the field, GFC has the 
knowledge, understanding, and manufactur-
ing capability to take small square bale han-
dling to the next level.  Ever shortening the 
distance between you, the operator, from 
the design you need.  The outcome is a 
product higher in quality, more streamlined 
and sophisticated, all the while fabricating it 
in an efficient manner to provide it at the 
best price possible.    

 

Caption:  Owen Brown, center ,and Lacy 
Brown give a tour to PCEDC members of 
the Bale Bandit facility.   
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P I K E  CO UNTY  RETA I LTR A D E  SUM M ARY  
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