
Business Education Roundtable 
 
You are cordially invited to a 
Business/Education Roundtable luncheon 
Monday, October 15, 2018, at the Pike-Scott 
County Farm Bureau Auditorium in Pittsfield 
from Noon to 2 pm with lunch being provided.  
 
During this roundtable, we will be discussing 
how we can create Work Ready Reboot 
program to try to catch stu-dents who might be 
on the edge of not qualifying for a Work Ready 
certificate by mid- November. Another topic of 
discussion at this Business Education 
Roundtable will be the need for real world 

experience training. Do we need to be working with our schools and businesses to create 
work based learning opportunities to ensure workers complete meaningful job tasks in a 
work environment where they can develop knowledge and skills that support entry or 
advancement in a particular career field?  
 
Work based learning could provide on the job opportunities and real world experience that 
open career advancement pathways for low income and lower skilled workers who might 
lack equitable access to high quality training and work experiences. Real world experiences 
and project based learning are crucial for students and help develop the lifelong skills they 
need to succeed, espe-cially when it comes to adaptability.  
Work creates the opportunity to increase a sense of belonging and purpose, as well as 
develop confidence in one’s identify- all important aspects of healthy human development. 
Giving students a chance to test their abilities before leaving school is optimum. Designing 
a new library space or building a small robot – these are skills that students can take with 
them as they work toward a col-lege degree or even a career. Are there business people 
who could be speakers and offer expert help or places outside the classroom where 
students can observe and learn? Or is there simula-tion based learning that we could 
provide?  
 
We will also be sharing training programs we can provide to the schools, as well as hearing 
up-dates from all partners.  
 
The event is being sponsored by the Pike County Economic Development Corporation and 
the Workforce Innovation Board of Western Illinois. The Workforce Innovation Board of 
Western Illi-nois (WIB) has established as one of its priorities – to facilitate a stronger 
connection among the WIB, the business community, economic development, and 
secondary education. Throughout the nine counties the WIB is partnering with the economic 
development entities to host a dialogue among business and education leaders to address 
the “future” workforce and other related work-force matters.  
To plan accordingly for food and space, please RSVP by Thursday, October 11th, 2018, 

via email at bmiddendorf@2riversrcd.org or by phone at 217-491-2401. We hope to see you 

there! 


