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Annual Meeting Report —April  2013 

Welcome to a special edition of Development Matters, an annual report of 

the Pike County Economic Development Corporation.  The Pike County       

Economic Development Corporation is dedicated to our mission to support 

and expand business and employment by improving the quality of life,        

utilizing our human and natural resources, and by promoting communication 

and partnerships throughout Pike County.   We thank those that attended our 

annual meeting on April 4th, and  all of those who are supporting PCEDC 

throughout the past year and in the years to come.  Together, we are paving 

the road to a successful future.   

                             © 2013 Pike County Economic Development Corporation 

Throughout the past eleven months, I have witnessed first-hand the 

passion and dedication of many individuals  from throughout the 

county, who are coming together to make Pike County even more 

prepared for future growth and progress.  We have been faced with 

many uncertain times throughout the past year, but Pike County has 

shown that we will continue to push forward and showcase that this 

is a great place to live and work.  Looking back at the last eleven 

months, I am grateful for the many collaborations, opportunities, 

and successes we have experienced as an organization.  From our 

committees creating and working on critical projects and goals to 

seeing these become reality, I truly look forward to what 2013 has in 

store for us as a county, as communities and, more importantly, as an organization.  We have 

much to celebrate, but, in that celebration, we can also celebrate the anticipated future    

successes of Pike County that we know hard work will bring to fruition.   

Gina Sheurman,  

Executive Director 

Important Reminder! 

Set up your Email Spam Filter to 

accept: 

gsheurman@pikeedc.org 

 

This will ensure timely delivery of 

any email correspondence you 

may receive from PCEDC. 

Outgoing Chairman’s Remarks 

2012   

PCEDC Board of Directors 

Craig Gengler 

Kent Goewey 

Kaye Iftner 

Lance Kendrick 

Steve Schaefer 

Chris Shotts 

Jim Sheppard 

Karrie Spann 

Robert Wood 

 

2012  PCEDC Officers 

Chairman: Jim Sheppard 

Vice-Chair: Craig Gengler 

Secretary:  Kaye Iftner 

Treasurer:  Chris Shotts 

 

2012 was a year full of changes, challenges and accomplishments. We 

started the year with Christa Perkins in the Director’s position. In 

March, Christa informed us that she was leaving to spend more time 

with her new husband and children. This left us in the all too familiar 

position of looking for someone to fill the role of Director. Fortune 

smiled on us as we were able to hire Gina Sheurman and have her 

work with Christa before she left, ensuring a smooth transition.  Since 

Gina’s arrival, we have managed to raise PCEDC’s public image through 

radio programs, mayors meetings, presentations, and attendance at government meetings. 

We have reorganized our standing committees, and they have been meeting regularly. More   

importantly, these committees have been working and developing goals and projects that are 

either already bearing results or are about to make major announcements.  PCEDC is truly 

making a positive impact on Pike County. 

 

I want to thank the membership and Gina for certainly the most active year in the history of 

PCEDC. Your commitment has made the past twelve months the success that we celebrate 

this evening. 2012 shall also serve as a springboard towards our future  accomplishments. 

 

—Jim Sheppard, PCEDC Chairman 



2012 In Review….. 

April & May 

April 

• Elected Officials’ Meeting in Griggsville 

• Strengthening Partnerships Workshop at  JWCC 

May 

• New Director starts 

• Outreach to Western High School 

• Third Business Education Roundtable Held 

• IL DCEO Meeting with Acting Director, David Vaught 

• Governor’s Rural Affairs Council-Rural Listening Post 

• Historic Quincy Downtown District Tour and Luncheon 

• Ameren Illinois Rivers Project Open House 

• WBBA Spotlight Show, which continues monthly on the  

                first Monday of the Month at 1pm.   

• Monthly Newsletter, Development Matters, created 

• Facebook Page created 

 

June...July...August 

June 

• Tri-State Development Housing Summit 

• Spirit of Peoria Visit about future collaborations 

• New Salem Village Meeting 

July 

• PCEDC committees reformed and began meeting 

• Griggsville City Council Meeting 

• Ameren Illinois Rivers Project Meetings 

• PCEDC assists with KaBOOM grant application  

                 for the Village of Pearl 

August 

• Midwest Community Development Institute 

• Elected Officials’ Meeting in Barry 

• Rotary presentation on PCEDC 

• Meeting Business Needs Workshop in Quincy 

• Workforce Development Week 

• Resume Review Workshop with WIB 

September...October...November 

September 

• Lunch & Learn with Pike Co. Chamber & Farmers State Bank 

• Village of Pearl awarded KaBOOM Grant for Playground 

• QMG Groundbreaking Ceremony 

• Milton Village Meeting 

• Ameren Illinois Rivers Project Meetings 

• Fourth Business Education Roundtable Held 

• Workforce Investment Board Quarterly Meeting 

October 

• National Manufacturing Day Recognition 

• Pittsfield City Council Meeting 

• Workforce Development Center Meeting at JWCC 

• Meeting with Broadband Illinois 

November 

• Barry City Council Meeting 

• Pike Co Community Health Partnership (PCCHP) Annual Meeting 

• Community Foundation of the Quincy Area Celebration 

• PCCHUP Poverty Simulation 

• Pleasant Hill Village Meeting 

• Meetings with GREDF 

• Junior Achievement Involvement at Western Schools 

• Workforce Investment Board Quarterly Meeting 

• Mental Health Centers of Western Illinois Open House 

 

December...January...February...March 

      December 

• Outreach at Pleasant Hill Schools 

• Junior Achievement Sessions at Western Schools 

• Illinois Century Network (ICN) Meeting 

• NREDA Webinar 

January 

• Junior Achievement Sessions at Western Schools 

• GREDF Annual Meeting 

• Elected Officials’ Meeting in Pittsfield 

• Rep. C.D. Davidsmeyer Open House at Pittsfield 

• Accommodations Tax Meetings and Presentation 

• E-Team Meeting and Technology Summit-Carthage 

• Outreach Meeting with Pikeland Schools 

• Main Street Collaborative meetings 

February 

• Rotary Presentation on Workforce Readiness 

• Grant Application to Tracy Family Foundation for 

               Workforce Readiness Program 

• Local Accommodations Tax Ordinance Passed 

• Prevailing Wage Workshop with MECO Engineering 

March  

• Illinois Century Network Meeting 

• Rural Community Economic Development Conference 

• Western Illinois Economic Development Meeting 

• Chamber Annual Meeting 

• Accommodations Tax Funding Advisory Board Appointed 

• Fifth Business Education Roundtable Held 

• Small Business Development Center Workshop 
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Committee Updates & Achievements from 2012 

Community Needs / Municipal Issues 

This committee has focused on addressing the  community 

needs  in Pike County and the opportunities  and resources 

that PCEDC can provide.  The committee worked throughout 

the past several months on an accommodations or hotel / 

motel tax ordinance proposal that includes a Project Funding 

Program and Funding Advisory Board, which includes seven 

representatives from throughout the county.  Through their 

hard work, research and dedication to the issue, the  Pike 

County Board passed the Local Accommodations Tax           

Ordinance on February 25th, 2013.  

 

  

 

Promotions / Marketing / Membership 

This committee has focused on addressing the promotional, 

marketing and membership aspect of PCEDC.  The committee 

has worked to review our membership benefits and increase 

and enhance the benefits we provide to members.  Through 

the efforts of this committee, we have established several 

promotional efforts on TV, Radio  and Newspapers, as well as 

creating a presence on Social Media and the Internet.  They 

continue to work to identify incentives that we can utilize,     

creating a more positive and beneficial experience for our 

members on all levels. 

 

 

 

 

Renewable Energy / Telecommunications  

This committee focuses on staying abreast of renewable     

energy trends and projects, while working to identify needs 

and opportunities in Pike County in the area of Renewable 

Energy.   Throughout discussions within the committee, it was 

noted that telecommunications is an area that the group 

could also engage in, working to bring up to date technology 

to the County and our businesses and individuals.  The group 

has been involved with the Ameren Illinois Rivers Project    

updates, Clean Line Energy Updates, Wind Tax Credit,          

Electrical Aggregation issues and the Illinois Century Network 

to name a few.     

Small Business / Entrepreneurship 

Small Businesses are the heart and soul of Pike County, and 

this committee has taken the task of identifying and providing 

resources for this large group of individuals within the 

County.  They have created a Business Resource Guide, which 

is a detailed, step by step, guide for those interested in        

starting or acquiring a business in Pike County.  They are also 

currently working on an Inventors and Product Fair, which is 

geared toward entrepreneurs and small businesses, providing 

resources on patents, marketing, and financing.  This event 

will be on April 27th at the Pittsfield JWCC Campus from 9am 

to 2pm.   

 

 

 

 

Workforce 

Workforce Development continues to be a huge focus, not 

only in Pike County, but in the region and nation.  This       

committee  focuses on the workforce in Pike County and the 

opportunities and resources that PCEDC can provide to      

employers,  current workforce and prospective workforce.  

This committee works hand in hand with our Quarterly      

Business Education Roundtables to bridge the gap between 

the business community and the educational community.  

They have adopted a program from Brown County’s Ready for 

College, Ready for Work program to create an exciting           

opportunity for schools in Pike County.  Throughout the past 

several months, this committee has researched and created a 

Workforce Readiness Program, which will provide students in 

Pike County the opportunity to achieve certificates that           

promote the soft skills that employers desire.  It is the hopes 

of this committee to implement this program in the fall at the 

four high schools in Pike County.   
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PCEDC Elects New Slate of Officers 

 

With a new year, comes a new face to the Officers of PCEDC.  Jim Brown was 
elected as chairman of the PCEDC board at the Annual Meeting on April 4th, 
taking over for outgoing chair, Jim Sheppard.  Re-elected to their positions are:  
Craig Gengler-Vice Chairman, Kaye Iftner-Secretary, and Chris Shotts-
Treasurer.   
Jim Brown holds the position of Store Director for the County Market in Pitts-
field.  He serves in various capacities on PCEDC Committees and assists with 
outreach to the area schools.  We thank Jim Sheppard for his leadership and 
guidance of PCEDC, and we know that this success and strong leadership will             
continue with Jim Brown in this role.   

 
 
Congratulations to all of the Officers, and we look forward to another successful year under your 
guidance and leadership! 

Jim Brown 

Rich Niemann, Jr. Guest Speaker at PCEDC Annual Meeting 

 
PCEDC hosted its 2013 Annual Meeting on Thursday, April 4th, 2013, at the Pike County Farm    Bureau.  The eve-
ning started with a meet and greet at 6:00pm, followed by the Annual Meeting    presentation at 6:30pm.  PCEDC was 
honored to have Rich Niemann, Jr., President and Chief  Executive Officer of Niemann Foods, Inc., as the guest 
speaker for the evening.  Rich spoke on the importance of values of Rural America and keeping family and faith at the 
forefront, along with how these values play into their company’s Traditions concept.   
 
Niemann Foods, Inc. is a family/associate owned retail grocery business that currently operates over 100 stores in 
three states and is the largest independently owned grocer in central Illinois.  NFI owns and operates the areas County 
Markets, County Market Express Convenience Stores, and Health Mart Pharmacies. They also own Pic A Dilly     
Convenience stores, some Save A lot, ACE Hardware and Pet Supplies Plus stores. 
 
Rich joined the Company in 1977, following his graduation from the University of Illinois with a degree in Marketing/
Business Administration.  He became General Manager in 1980, was appointed Chief Operating Officer and President 
in 1990 and   was then promoted in 2005 to his current position as Chief Executive Officer.  Rich is active in National, 
State and local organizations.  He is Vice Chairman of the National Grocers Association, and serves on the boards of 
IL Food Retailers Association, Transitions of Western IL Foundation, and State Street Bank. 
 
PCEDC thanks Niemann Foods, Inc., Jim Brown, and Rich Niemann, Jr. for being a part of our 2013 Annual Meeting.   
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It is because of the generosity of business and community partners that we are able to fulfill our    

mission to enhance the  economic future and quality of life in Pike County by expanding employment opportunities through promoting the  

expansion and retention of business and industry, coordinating local and state resources to existing businesses, and by uniting Pike County 

community by coordinating economic development activities and cultivating partnerships.  We are fortunate to have many great partnerships 

in the area that have helped us to  promote economic development.  If you are not part of our growing network, we invite you to become a 

member of PCEDC by simply filling out the information below and mail the form and payment to :  Pike County Economic Development        

Corporation, PO Box 214, Pittsfield, IL  62363.  We thank you for your  continued support to the growth and development of Pike County! 
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Individual / Company Name:___________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Contact Person:______________________________________________ Title:___________________________________________ 
 
Mailing Address:_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Phone:_____________________  Fax:_________________________    Email:___________________________________________ 
 
Website (if applicable):_______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Please add me to the mailing list for future correspondence 
 

Membership Level: 

 
Contributor ( $1—$99)       Associate ($100-$499)         Voting ($500 +) 
 
Local Government (Based on Per capita-Please contact office for more information) 

 

More information on membership benefits is available by visiting www.pikeedc.org 

Not a member of PCEDC...join us today! 

 

 

Don’t Forget!! 

 

PCEDC on WBBA Spotlight Show—1st Monday of the month @ 1pm 

 

Inventors & Product Fair—April 27th 9am—2pm @ JWCC Pittsfield Facility 

 

 

Find us on Facebook and Follow us on Twitter! 


